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MINUTES - VOC Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 5 December 2017 8.45am Katnook Estate Meeting Room 

 

1. Welcome/Attendance/Apologies 

Present: Chris Brodie (CB), Allen Jenkins (AJ), Cath Kidman (CK), Luke Trotter (LT), Martin Wirper (MW), Sean 
Murphy (SM) Christian Fraser (CF), Olivia Nunn (ON), 
 

Apologies; Trent Brand (TB), Josh Clementson (JC), Gavin Hogg (GH), Sally Macleod (SM), Kerry DeGaris (KD) 
 

Minutes: Cath Kidman (CK) & Olivia Nunn (ON)  
 

2. Minutes of the VOC Meeting held 2 November 2017 

Moved 
MW 

Seconded 
SM 

• No changes raised.   

 

3. Actions arising previous meeting Who Completed 

 • N/A   
 

4. Standing Items 

4.1 

Coonawarra Cabernet Project (previously Cabernet leaders award) 

• CB provided update in particular project update communications by UofA. 26 applicants so far 
interested CB to circulate communications letter from UofA. 

4.2 
Remote Sensing Technologies Project 

• Brief project update by CK Trial Data.  

4.3 

Water Allocation Plan (WAP)  

• AJ provided update on WAP status including details of letter delivered to Minister Hunter Friday 1st 
Dec on behalf of vignerons to cease further cuts in zone 3A (~15%). Evidence for this include good 
recovery of wells over the last decade as outlined by independent researchers assisting the vignerons. 
This letter has also been forwarded to liberal party member David Spears and premier. There is 
urgency around this as government will shortly transition into care taker mode in light of upcoming 
state election (mid Feb). Vignerons are seeking deferment of cuts. Members of CV board were also 
meeting with leader of opposition to continue to lobby this agenda (on 5/12/2017) 

• Action: A copy of the letter to Minister Hunter was printed for VOC members to read and uploaded for 
members to access here: https://coonawarra.org/cgwi/  

• Action: AJ to further seek Glenn Harrington’s advice to be sought on how best to review water 
resources rather than adopt current state methodologies. 

• Action; AJ to seek Board Approval to employ Glenn Harrington to continue work and analysis for the 
Vignerons. 

4.4 

SENRM Board Update 

• National Landcare Partnership 2 funding has been announced with Smart farm proposals due by 
21/12/17. CK presented on behalf of KD. Project lists were briefly discussed with the view to be 
involved is appropriate. VOC (through LSCGWTC) currently involved in the Iron bacteria project as 
outlined in the spreadsheet. 

• Action: CK to circulate spreadsheet for members to view projects. 

4.5 

Coonawarra VOC Sponsorship Proposal  

• EDWG sponsorship letter in transit. Rootstock trial has been deemed unsuitable for data collection 
due to Frost event therefore, potential $10K available for funding of another project. 

4.6 

Coonawarra Cabernet Symposium 

• Meeting to be held following VOC. Minutes to be circulated. Sponsors to be sought early in New Year.  

• Date for symposium 5th July 2018 some key speakers confirmed, accommodation and venues 
confirmed.  

4.10 

Coonawarra Improvement Project  

• The improvement project to be opened up to involved the wider community  

• Action: VOC Committee to raise any other ideas for improvement to inform the next meeting. 
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5. Board Update and information 

• Focus on the sponsorship proposal and next steps.  

• ON raised the wider membership are potentially not accessing the website enough and is concerned that they 
are not accessing the information and there is the need to maintain correspondence and improve the usage 
with training to access if required. VOC members ideas and establishing links was sought.   

• Organisational Structure is under review to ensure effective governance.  
 

6. Correspondence 

• Letter from CeresImaging (remote sensing project) acknowledging our letter stating we are unable to work with 
them this coming season. 

• Vine Health Australia signage updates and purchase opportunities for signs to be sent out once received.  
 

7. Finance 

• Grants to be reported on in next meeting.  

• Nil other business raised.   
 

8. Vinehealth Australia 

• See Item 6.  

 

9. Limestone Coast Grape and Wine Council – Technical Sub-Committee update 

• ARP for new projects to be discussed at the next tech committee meeting in Jan. Ideas raised as potential 
projects were: 
- Biosecurity training for labour hire contractors (in collaboration with VHA and WA). 
- Italian methodology and general pruning workshops for contractors. 
- Both programs could include RDA, VHA and fairwork ombudsman. 

 

10. Welfare, Health and Safety Issues 

• Risk assessment workshop held in Coonawarra last week. Identified a lack of sites that had a Fire Plan.  
 

11. Viticulture and Onelogy news for social media posts  

• Encouraging members to forward pictures for social media posts to olivia@coonawara.org 
 
 

12. New Business 

• Nil raised.  

 

  Next Meeting Tuesday 6 February 2018 at 8.45am – Katnook Estate Admin Office Meeting Room 

 

             Meeting closed at 10.00am 
 

Date 
THESE MINUTES WERE ACCEPTED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD OF THE 
MEETING DESCRIBED AND THE CHAIRPERSON OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVE WAS 
DULY AUTHORISED TO SIGN THEM AS SUCH 

 Name  

Signature  

 


